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INFECTIOUS  MONONUCLEOSIS  -  A  REMINDER 

Bulletin  No.  10  dealt  with  infectious  mononucleosis  and  the  serology  laboratory. 
Recently,  we  have  had  occasion  to  question  the  awareness  of  some  physicians  to  the 
widespread  occurrence  of  this  disease  and  to  the  possibility  that  it  can  occur 
in  middle-aged  persons  also.     It  has  been  estimated  that  3,500  cases  may  occur 
each  year  in  Montana.     False  positive  results  in  the  mononucleosis  spot  test 
(Monotest)  have  been  recognized  for  some  time.    We  have  been  reminded  of  this 
possibility  by  a  recent  report  by  Dr.  Paul  Wolf  of  Stanford  University  Medical  School 
wherein  two  students  acutely  ill  with  malignant  lymphoma  were  positive  in  this 
test.    He  recommends  this  test  as  a  simple  one  for  mass  screening  but  stresses 
the  importance  of  correlating  results  with  clinical  and  hematological  data.  He 
also  suggests  that  another  test  should  be  run  in  parallel  until  further  evalua- 
tion of  the  spot  test  can  be  obtained .     Our  laboratory  offers  the  OX  CELL  HEMOLYSIN 
TEST  for  infectious  mononucleosis  (see  Bulletin  No.  10,  October  28,  1969). 


LABORATORY  SURVEYS  -  MICROBIOLOGICAL  CONTROL  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  ENVIRONMENT 

A  Medical  Technology  Consultant  has  joined  the  hospital  survey  team  of  the  Hospital 
and  Medical  Facilities  Division,     She  is  surveying  laboratories  in  the  45  hospi- 
tals in  Montana  which  are  not  accredited  by  the  Joint  Commission  on  Accreditation  of 
Hospitals.     One  point  of  emphasis  In  these  surveys  Is  the  microbiological  control 
of  the  environment.     Recently  we  have  encountered  organisms  in  environmental 
cultures  which  only  grew  anaerobically  (e.g.  Clostridium  perfringens  and  other 
Clostridia).     For  laboratories  not  having  complete  facilities  for  anaerobiasis ,  the 
GasPak  system  of  BBL  has  been  found  satisfactory  (BBL  Division  of  BioQuest,  P.  0. 
Box  175,  Cockeysville,  Maryland  21030). 


REGISTRATION  OF  LABORATORY  PERSONNEL 


We  have  been  using  the  information  on  personnel  which  is  collected  in  conjunction 
with  registration  of  laboratories  (Montana  State  Board  of  Health  Regulation 
60-001)  to  compile  a  list  of  persons  in  clinical  laboratories.    One  important  use 
of  this  list  is  for  "Emergency  Health  Services  -  State  of  Montana".     It  is  given 
to  the  Manpower  committee  and  includes  those  persons  classified  under  Dept.  of 
Labor  Occupational  Code  Nos.  078.381  and  041.081  who  are  currently  employed  to 
perform  clinical  laboratory  tests  in  Montana.    When  you  are  placed  on  this  list 
you  will  receive  a  "registration"  form  from  us.     There  are  now  160  names  entered 
and  we  expect  to  have  from  300-350  when  it  is  completed. 


ASEPTIC  MENINGITIS 


This  summer  Wisconsin  reported  61  isolates  of  ECHO  18  virus  from  cases  of  aseptic 
meningitis  and  encephalitis.     They  attributed  at  least  two  deaths  to  it  and  also 
state  that  "the  general  severity  of  illness  seems  to  be  greater  than  that  usually 
associated  with  Echovirus  infections".    We  haven't  identified  this  virus  in  Mon- 
tana to  date;  enteroviruses  we  have  isolated  this  year  from  aseptic  meningitis 
include  Coxsackie  B4,  Coxsackie  A9 ,  ECHO  30,  and  ECHO  14.     Poliovirus  I  and 
Poliovirus  III  vaccine-like  strains  have  also  been  recovered. 


